The provision of Article 13 TSCG to create an Interparliamentary Conference was the starting point for long discussions after which national parliaments and the European Parliament eventually reached a compromise. This article pursues a two-fold objective: It 
Introduction
There is a 'small but growing body of research on inter-parliamentary cooperation between the EU's national legislatures (and the European Parliament)' (Raunio 2014: 554) which has a long tradition in the EU and evolved over time with the emergence of policyspecific formats such as the SECG Conference (Hefftler and Gattermann 2015: 95-101 However much parliaments coordinate, they are unlikely to add up to a single coherent voice that can control the actual decisions adopted by the collective of governments that they scrutinise (Crum and 
First discussions in sub-groups of national parliaments
The On the one hand, the Danish Folketing and the chairperson of its European affairs committee, Eva Kjer Hansen, invited to two meetings on the subject in November 2012
and March 2013 (see Table 1 ). At their second meeting, the chairpersons of European affairs committees from 15 Member States declared their preference for 'establishing a small effective conference focused on substantial issues -to be held in the margins of the biannual COSAC-meetings' (Folketing 2013 Table 1 ). 
IX

Two years of discussions and little progress
In Table   2 ). This made the link to the TSCG (more) obvious. In addition to that, the Speakers Even though many of the Speakers' principles did not go beyond the common ground of previous agreements (see Table 2 ), two of them are noteworthy. First, the purpose of Table 2 ). 
Final negotiations on the Rules of Procedure in November 2015
The The size of delegations to the SECG Conference is, as noted above, not fixed ( §4.1 of the Rules of Procedure, see also section 6, below). Here, the provisions in the Rules of Procedure also fully adhere to the Speakers' principles of April 2015 (see Table 2 , above). The relevant stages of the European Semester are programmed for April (national governments must submit their Stability or Convergence Programme and National Reform Programme, in which they put forward their fiscal and economic policy, by the end of April) and November (the European Commission usually presents the Annual Growth Survey, which sets the overall economic priorities for the EU, by the end of November). 
An assessment of the SECG Conference on the basis of attendance records
The SECG Conference has, by now, met ten times in total. Since the adoption of the In general, however, the attendance can be considered stable. After an all-time low at the meeting in Luxembourg in November 2015 (60 MPs), the number of participants has recovered at the following meetings (see Figure 1 ). This means that despite struggles about the Rules of Procedure, attendance has not declined. Parliamentarians thus remain attached to the Conference that corresponds to the second model. They dedicate time and resources to it.
Variation across member states
The data also confirm that over the years interparliamentary relations between national Delegation sizes also vary in other interparliamentary settings. As long as the SECG Conference is not asked to take binding decisions, such a variation is not a problem. If, at some point, the SECG Conference evolved into this direction, different delegation sizes (or voting powers) might be necessary in order to ensure an equal representation of citizens from EU member states. Table 1 ). XXI Own calculation on the basis of the list of participants.
Variation across committees
Conclusion
